
 

 

 
 
Democratic Services Section    
Chief Executive’s Department 
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City Hall 
Belfast  
BT1 5GS 
 
 
11th June, 2014 
 
 
 
MEETING OF LICENSING COMMITTEE 
 
 
 

Dear Alderman/Councillor, 

 

The above-named Committee will meet in the Lavery Room (Room G05), City Hall on 

Wednesday, 18th June, 2014 at 4.30 p.m., for the transaction of the business noted 

below. 

 

You are requested to attend. 

 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
PETER McNANEY 
 
Chief Executive 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Licences issued under Delegated Authority 
 

Date:  18th June, 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 

 
Under the Scheme of Delegation, the Director of Health and Environmental Services is 
responsible for exercising all powers in relation to the issue, but not refusal, of permits and 
licences, excluding provisions relating to the issue of entertainments licences where adverse 
representations have been made. For your information those applications dealt with under the 
Scheme are listed below. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Under the terms of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985 the following entertainment licences were issued since your last meeting: 
 

Premises and Location Type of 
application 

Hours 
licensed 

Applicant 

Alexandra Social Club, 170b 
Alexandra Park Avenue, Belfast, 
BT15   

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
 

Mr Samuel Crozier 

Belfast Boat Club, 12 Lockview 
Road, Belfast, BT9 

Renewal Mon –Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
Sun: 
12.30-22.00 

Mr Robert Lowry 

Mono Bar Cafe, 96-100 Ann Street, 
Belfast, BT1  

Renewal  Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 03.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 03.00 

Mr Gerald McCann 
 

The Rose and Crown, 140-142 
Ormeau Road, Belfast, BT7  

Renewal  Mon –Sat: 
11.30 – 01.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 00.00 

Mr Philip Sheridan 
 

Longfellows Bar,  
115-119 My Ladys Road, Belfast, 
BT6  

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 01.00 
Sun:  
12.30 – 00.00 
 

Mr James Hawkes 
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St John’s Church Halls, 141 Malone 
Road, Belfast, BT9  

Renewal Mon – Fri: 
08.00 - 01.00 
Sat:  
08.00 -00.00 

Mr Robert McKinney 

QE1 Snooker Club,  
32-46 Castlereagh Road, Belfast, 
BT5  

Renewal Mon – Sun: 
00.00 – 00.00 

Mr Alex Rainey 

Common Ground Cafe, 12/14 
University Avenue, Belfast, BT7  

Grant Mon – Sat: 
08.00-01.00 

Mr Philip King 

West Belfast Sports and Social Club, 
370 Falls Road, Belfast, BT12 

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 22.00 

Mr John Hughes 

Highfield Rangers Supporters Club, 
9-15 Highgate Terrace, Belfast, BT13  

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 22.00 

Mr A Thompson 

McCracken’s Cafe Bar, 4 Joys Entry, 
Belfast, BT1   

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 03.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 00.00 

Ms Bernadette 
Fullerton, Beechill 
Inns Limited 

Belfast Castle,  
698 Antrim Road, Belfast, BT15 

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 01.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 00.00 

Mr Brendan Toland, 
Belfast Castle 

Ulster Hall, 30 Bedford Street, 
Belfast, BT2  

Renewal Mon –Sun: 
08.00 – 01.00 
 

Ms Jacqui Owens, 
Belfast Waterfront 
Hall 

Birdcage, 92 Stranmillis Road, 
Belfast, BT9  
 

Grant Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
Sun: 
12.30-22.00 

Ms Bonnie 
Turkington, Birdcage 
NI Ltd 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alley Cat, 46 Church Lane, Belfast, 
BT1 
 
 

Variation 
 

Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 03.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 03.00 

Mr Martin Wolsey, 
Dernaford Ltd 
 

East Belfast Constitutional Club,  
353 Newtownards Road, Belfast, 
BT4 
 
 

Renewal 
 

Mon –Sat: 
11.30-23.00 
Sun: 
12.30-22.00 
 

Mr Thomas McMinn, 
East Belfast 
Constitutional Club 

Holiday Inn,  
22-26 Ormeau Avenue, Belfast, BT2  

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 01.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 00.00 

Mr Eoin Oglesby, 
Holiday Inn 

Leopold & Heather Street Social 
Club,  
2 Heather Street, Belfast, BT13  

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
11.30 – 23.00 
Sun: 
12.30 – 22.00 

Mr David Falls, 
Leopold & Heather 
Street Social Club  

Malone House, Barnetts Park, 
Malone Road, Belfast, BT9  

Renewal Mon – Sat: 
08.00 – 01.00 
Sun: 
08.00 – 00.00 

Mr Brendan Toland, 
Malone House 

St Kevin’s Hall,  
7-9 North Queen Street, Belfast, 
BT15  

Renewal Mon – Sun: 
08.00 – 01.00 
 

Rev Michael 
Sheenan,  
St Patricks 
Presbytery 
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Stormont Presbyterian Church, 618 
Upper Newtownards Road, Belfast, 
BT4  

Renewal Mon – Fri:  
08.00 – 01.00 
Sat: 
08.00 – 00.00 

Ms Fiona Clarke, 
Stormont 
Presbyterian Church 

Katy Dalys, Limelight & Limelight 2,  
217 Ormeau Avenue, Belfast, BT2  

Renewal Mon – Sat:  
11.30 – 03.00 
Sun: 
12.00 – 03.00 

Mr Phil Donaldson, 
The Limelight Belfast 
Ltd. 

W5, Odyssey Pavilion,  
2 Queens Quay, Belfast, BT3  

Renewal Mon – Sun  
08.00 – 01.00 

Mr Richard Gapper, 
Whowhatwherewhen
why 
 

 
Under the terms of the Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (Northern Ireland) Order 
1985 the following amusement permits were renewed since your last meeting: 
 

Premises and Location Type of Permit Hours 
Licensed 

Applicant 

Jet Amusements 32-46 Castlereagh 
Road, Belfast, BT5  

£25 awp Mon – Sun:  
00.00 – 00.00  

Mr James Johnson 

Jet Amusements 
14 Holywood Road, Belfast, BT4  

£25 awp Mon – Sun: 
12.00 – 22.00 

Mr James Johnson 

Twilight Zone,  
44 Cregagh Road, Belfast, BT6 

£25 awp Mon – Sun: 
08.00 – 22.00 

Ava Leisure Limited 

Funtime Amusements 
91 Castle Street, 
Belfast, BT1 

£25 awp Mon – Sat: 
09.00 – 23.00 
Sun: 
13:00 – 23:00 

Mr Patrick Quinn 

 
Under the terms of the Street Trading Act (Northern Ireland) 2001, the following street trading 
licences were issued since your last meeting: 
 

Location  Type of 
application 

Commodity Hours 
licensed 
 

Applicant 

Donegall Quay 
Site 1 

Renewal 
stationary 

Hot food, ice cream 
and non alcoholic 
beverages 

Mon – Sun: 
09.00 – 21.00 

Miss Christine Stitt, 64 
Friendly Street, Belfast 

Donegall Quay 
Site 2 

Renewal 
stationary 

Boat tour tickets,  
t-shirts, maritime 
souvenirs, hats and 
key rings 

Mon – Sun: 
09.00 – 01.00 

Mr George Grimley, 12 
Somerdale Park, 
Belfast 

Inverary 
Avenue, 
opposite 
Inverary 
Community 
Centre 

Temporary 
Grant 

Flags, badges, 
CD’s, hats and 
scarves 

Easter 
Monday 
Apprentice 
Boys Parade 
08.00 – 15.00 
 

Mr James Dunseath, 57 
Ashmore Street, Belfast 

Newtownards 
Road, opposite 
Connswater 
Bridge 

Temporary 
Grant 

Hats, flags, drums, 
t-shirts and toys 

Easter 
Monday 
Apprentice 
Boys Parade 
08.00 – 18.00 

Mr Edgar Monteith, 76 
Seskinore Road, 
Omagh 

Apollo Road Renewal 
Stationary 

Hot food and non 
alcoholic beverages 

Mon – Fri: 
06.00 – 17.00  

Mr Istvan Emodi, 3 
Carnanmore Park, 
Belfast 
 

Page 5



Writers Square Temporary 
Grant 

Festival of Fools 
event – non 
alcoholic 
beverages, ice 
cream, 
confectionary 

Sat 3/5/14 to 
Mon 5/5/14 
13.00 – 18.00 

Mr Will Chamberlain c/o 
Belfast Circus School, 
23 Gordon Street, 
Belfast 
 

City Hall and 
Hamilton Dock, 
Titanic Quarter 

2 Temporary 
Grants – 
Giro d’Italia 
Event  

Giro d’Italia 
merchandise, hot 
food and non 
alcoholic beverages 
 

8/5/14 to 
10/5/14  
10.00 – 20.00 

Mr Darach McQuaid c/o 
Shadetree Sports, 92-
93 St Stephens Green, 
Dublin  

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 

3.2 
 
 

3.3 

 
Financial 
None 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Implications 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality and good relations issues. 
 

 

5 Recommendation 

 
5.1 

 
The Committee is requested to note the applications which have been issued under the 
Scheme of Delegation. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
This item is for noting only. 
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Belfast City Council 

 

 
Report to: Licensing Committee 

Subject: Application for the Transfer and Renewal of a Seven-day Annual 
Entertainments Licence - Villa, 2-6 Dunbar Street 

 
Date:  18 June 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.2 

 
 
 

1.3 
 
 

1.4 
 
 

 

 
Members will recall that, at your meeting on 16 April, you were advised that an anonymous objection 
had been received against the applications for the transfer and renewal of the Entertainments 
Licence for Mynt nightclub. 
 
   Premises and Location          Ref. No.                 Applicant              
   Villa (formerly Mynt)               WK/201201878         Lawrence Bannon 
   2-6 Dunbar Street                                          5 Donegall Park Avenue 
   Belfast, BT1 2LH                                           Belfast, BT15 4EU 
 
The objection raised issues around the management of the premises and their links to Mr Ryan 
Morton and Mr Daniel Morton who had, in the past, been the subject of legal proceedings by the 
Council. 
 
After consideration, you agreed to exercise your discretion to consider the objection and to ascertain 
the roles of the various personnel involved in the operation and management of the business. 
 
The previous licensee for Mynt was also Mr Lawrence Bannon in his capacity as a director of 
Metropolitan Inns (NI) Limited. However, Members may recall that Metropolitan Inns (NI) Limited 
entered into administration in November 2012 hence the reason for the transfer application. 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 

 
 
 

 
In association with the transfer and renewal applications, extensive refurbishment works took place 
and the premises were closed for some time. 
 
 

Page 7 Agenda Item 2b



 
2.2 

 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 
 

2.4 
 

 
2.5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
2.6 

 
 

2.7 
 
 

2.8 
 
 
 

2.9 
 
 
 
 
 

2.10 
 
 

2.11 
 
 
 
 
 

2.12 

 
The works have recently been completed to the satisfaction of the Service and the venue reopened 
on 28 March 2014.  A variation application was not required as there was no increase in occupancy 
or extension to the permitted hours to provide entertainment. 
 
The Building Regulations application received for the refurbishment works is in the name of Ms 
Lauren Morton of Newgate Inns Limited.  Ms Lauren Morton is the daughter of Mr Daniel Morton. 
The directors of Newgate Inns Limited are Ms Lauren Morton and Ms Alana Fox, who will both be 
working in the club. 
 
Mr Bannon submitted a letter to the Service in response to the objection. A copy of this letter is 
attached. 
 
Mr Bannon has confirmed that the new enterprise is a joint venture between himself and Newgate 
Inns Ltd. Whilst he is still the owner of the property he has leased the premises to Newgate Inns 
Limited for a period of 10 years to help with the business going forward and to provide some financial 
assistance. Whilst it is a joint venture he will be the operations director, responsible for the ‘day to 
day’ running and management of the business including entertainment licensing and all compliance 
matters. 
 
Mr Bannon has also confirmed that both he and Newgate Inns Limited will make joint financial 
decisions including staff appointments and dismissals. 
 
The Service has also been advised that Mr Ryan Morton’s only role will be promoting the club and 
that both Mr Daniel Morton and Mr Ryan Morton will play no part in the management of the club. 
 
Mr Bannon has confirmed that he will be present at your meeting in order to address the Committee 
and answer any questions the Committee may have. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues  
Since the premise reopened on 28th March 2014, 2 during performance inspections have been 
carried out which revealed that the terms and conditions of the Entertainments Licence were being 
adhered to and that the management of the premises was satisfactory. Some minor issues were 
identified which were quickly rectified. 
 
Noise Issues 
The Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) has been consulted in relation to the application and 
confirmed that they have received one complaint since the premise reopened on 28th March 2014. 
 
The complaint related to noise emanating from the premise as a result of doors being left in the open 
position to allow patrons in the smoking area to avail of the entertainment. The Licensee has been 
made aware that this is a breach of the terms and condition of licence and has confirmed that he will 
ensure that this does not occur in future. 
 
PSNI 
The PSNI has been consulted and has no objection to the applications. A copy of its 
correspondence is attached. 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 

 
Financial 
None 
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3.2 
 
 

3.3 

 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5 Recommendation 

 5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5.2 
 
 

 

Taking into account the information presented and representations made in respect of the 
application you are required to make a decision to either: 
 
1. Approve the applications for the transfer and renewal of the 7-day Annual Entertainments 

Licence, or 
 

2. Approve the applications with special conditions, or 
 
3. Refuse the applications for the transfer and renewal of the 7-day Annual Entertainments 

Licence. 
 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the applicant 
does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of notification 
of that decision to the Recorders Court. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If the application is granted, assuming all outstanding technical matters have been dealt with, the applicant 
will be sent a copy of the Licence within 7 days of the Council decision. The person responsible for this 
action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the applicant does not 
consent, the applicant will be advised in writing within 7 days of the right to appeal the Council’s decision 
within 21 days of notification of that decision to the Magistrates Court. The person responsible for this 
action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive’s Department. 
 

7 Documents Attached 
 

      Appendix 1 - Application form 
 

      Appendix 2  - PSNI comments  
  

      Appendix 3 - Letter of Objection 
 

          Appendix 4 - Letter from Applicant  
 

      Appendix 5 - Location Map 
       
      Appendix 6 - Company hierarchy 
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Belfast City Council 

 

 
Report to: Licensing Committee  
 
Subject: Application for the Renewal and Variation of a Seven-day Annual 

Outdoor Entertainments Licence - Custom House Square 
 
Date:  18th June 2014  
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1.0 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.3 
 
 

1.4 
 
 
 

1.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Applications were received on 20th February from the Department for Social Development 
for the renewal and variation of the Seven-day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence for 
Custom House Square. 
 
The outdoor licence is based on the Council’s standard conditions to provide outdoor musical 
entertainment. However, there is also an indoor Entertainments Licence in place at the 
venue to facilitate the holding of events in a marquee based on the Council’s standard 
conditions to provide music, singing, dancing or any other entertainment of a like kind.  
 
Venue and Location 
Custom House Square 
Belfast, BT1 3GB 

Ref. No. 
WK/201400221 

Applicant 
Mr Michael Pettigrew 
Dept for Social Development (DSD) 
4th Floor Oxford House 
49-55 Chichester Street 
Belfast, BT1 4HL 

 
Members are advised that both of these Entertainments Licences has been in place since 
the Square was redeveloped in 2005. 
 
Members may recall that an objection was received last year to the renewal of the Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence from a resident of the Square acting on behalf of the Custom House 
Residence Management Board. 
 
On 17th April, 2013, the Committee heard representations from the licensee and the objector 
and, having considered all the matters, agreed to renew the Licence subject to the following 
condition that: 
 
• Entertainment be restricted to no more than three successive nights in any given 

seven day period, with exceptions being made for Bank and Public Holidays. 
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1.6 
 
 
 

1.7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.8 
 
 
 
 
 

1.9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.10 
 
 
 
 

1.11 
 
 
 
 
 

1.12 
 
 
 

However, due to information which came to light after your meeting ,you agreed to 
reconsider this decision at your meeting of 19 June 2013 and receive a delegation from the 
licensee and the promoter of the Belsonic event. 
 
After reconsidering the application and information presented on 19 June 2013, you agreed 
to amend the original condition regarding the permitted number of nights of successive 
entertainment, as follows, that: 
 
• Entertainment be restricted to no more than three nights in any given seven day 

period, with an exception being made for Bank or Public Holidays when an 
additional night will be permitted in that seven day period. 

 
Specifically for last year’s Belsonic event, you also agreed that they could provide two 
additional nights of entertainment on Tuesday 20 and Wednesday 21 August in addition to 
the standard restriction relating to the provision of entertainment in any 7 day period. 
Entertainment was also permitted to be provided to midnight on Sunday 25 August, which 
was the bank holiday weekend. 
 
The promoters of Belsonic have confirmed with the Service that, whilst this year they will not 
be providing entertainment beyond the standard hours, they would like the possibility of 
providing an additional night over and above the days as specified in para 1.7.  They may 
not require this extra night but need the assurance that if they secure an act they can 
accommodate the extra night in their programme.  If approved the number of nights this year 
will be less than granted in 2013.  
 

The standard days and hours for both the Outdoor Entertainments Licence and Indoor 
Entertainment in a marquee are: 
 

                      Monday to Sunday:   11.30 a m to 11.00 p m. 
 

It’s recognised that Custom House Square has grown in popularity since its introduction in 
2005 and is regarded by many as a premier outdoor event space, which contributes to the 
vibrancy of the night time economy. It has hosted numerous and varied musical and cultural 
events each year, including Belsonic, Lady Boys of Bangkok and the recent Cathedral 
Quarter Arts Festival. 
 
A list of the events that took place in the Square last year along with those planned for this 
year are attached. It should be noted that not all of the events listed require to be licensed for 
entertainment. 
 

 

2.0 Key Issues 

 
 

2.1 
 
 
 
 

2.2 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 

 
Reasons for the variation 
The licensee has stated that the application to vary the licence is being requested in relation 
to this year’s Belsonic event to facilitate any potential request from the promoters to hold an 
8th night of entertainment, which would thereby exceed the quota permitted as a condition on 
the Entertainments Licence. 
 
The promoters of Belsonic have been in regular contact with Officers of the Service and 
have advised that this year’s event will be held over 7 days. However, they have also 
indicated that they may wish to hold an 8th night and, following our advice, the licensee is 
applying for the variation as a measure to cover it should it take place. 
 
At the time of writing this report the promoters of Belsonic have not yet confirmed any 
proposal to hold an 8th night. However, time is still available to them to do so as they 
traditionally don’t release these dates until closer to the event. Members are advised that to 
date they have only released acts for 5 nights of their planned 7 night programme. 
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2.4 
 
 
 

2.5 
 
 
 

2.6 
 
 

2.7 
 
 
 

2.8 
 
 
 
 

2.9 
 
 
 

2.10 
 
 
 

2.11 
 

 
 

2.12 
 

2.13 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.15 
 
 

2.16 
 

 
The promoter for Belsonic has also confirmed that they will not be operating beyond the 
standard hours of 11.00 pm. 
 
Representations 
Public notices of the applications were placed in the Belfast Telegraph and the Irish News 
within 7 days of the application being made and no objections have been received. 
 
PSNI 
The Police have been consulted about the applications and have confirmed they have no 
objections.  
 
They state that they have been involved with events at the venue since it was first opened in 
conjunction with Officers of the Council and have not witnessed any incidents or received 
any reports of incidents from members of the public. 
 
They also advised us that overall, each event has been well run and they have had a good 
relationship with each of the organisers that have used the venue. PSNI comments regarding 
the applications are appended to this report for your information.  
 
Health, safety and welfare issues  
Officers of the Service have been extensively involved with licensed events at the venue and 
throughout this time have experienced no difficulties with the licensee or event organisers 
who have used the Square. 
 

Officers have also attended the events to carry out during performance inspections and 
noted no incidents of significance relating to the health, safety or welfare of those present at 
the events. 
 

The Service has however received noise complaints as a result of events at the venue, 
which were received via the Night Time Noise Team and EPU, as outlined below. 
 
Noise Issues 
The Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) has been consulted in relation to the applications.  
 
Due to the various residential developments situated in close proximity to the venue, EPU 
feel it is important to protect the night time period between 11.00pm and 7.00am for 
residents. They are supportive of all events aimed at improving the attractiveness and 
diversity of the City but that this should be achieved while in compliance with the relevant 
legislation and recognising and respecting the rights of residents to enjoy their property by 
exercising appropriate control of such events, as is expected by the public. 
 
EPU has confirmed that they have received a number of complaints regarding the use of the 
Outdoor Entertainments Licence at Custom House Square but no formal action was deemed 
necessary in relation to these complaints. A summary of the complaints received are as 
follows:  
 
• Belsonic: A total 4 complaints were received last year. 3 were received over the course 

of the 8 days and one after the event. In 2012 the event generated a total of 2 
complaints. 

 
An Officer from the Environmental Protection Unit will be available at the meeting to answer 
any queries Members may have in relation to noise issues. 
 
Licensee 
The applicant and/or their representatives will be available at your meeting to answer any 
queries you may have in relation to the application. 
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3.0 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 

3.2 
 
 

3.3 
 

 
Financial 
None 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None. 

 

4.0 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 

5.3 
 

 

Taking into account the information presented you are required to consider the application 
for the renewal and variation of this licence and to: 
 
1. Approve the applications for the renewal and the variation to amend the current 

condition regarding the number of successive nights of entertainment over a 7 day 
period, or 

 
2. Approve the applications with special conditions; in addition to the standard conditions, 

or 
 
3. Refuse the application for the variation of the licence, or 
 
4. Refuse the applications for renewal and variation of the licence 

 
If the an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 
days of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
In the case that you refuse to renew the licence, and the applicant subsequently decides to 
appeal, entertainment may still be provided until any such appeal is determined. 
 

 

6.0 Decision Tracking 

 
If the applications are granted, the applicant will be sent a copy of the Licences within 7 days of the 
Council decision. The person responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If the applications are refused, or special conditions are attached to the Licences to which the 
applicant does not consent the applicant will be advised in writing within 7 days of his right to 
appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to the Magistrates’ 
Court. The person responsible for this action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief 
Executive's Department. 
 

7.0 Documents Attached 
 

Appendix 1 - Application form 
Appendix 2 - List of events in 2013 and 2014 
Appendix 3- Location map 
Appendix 4 - PSNI comments 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Licensing Committee  
 

Subject: Application for the Renewal of a Fourteen-day Occasional 
Outdoor Entertainments Licence - Boucher Road Playing 
Fields  

 

Date:  18th June, 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1.0 Relevant Background Information 

1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 

 
 

1.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An application was received on the 13th May from the Parks and Leisure 
Department of the Council for the renewal of a fourteen-day Occasional Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence for the Playing Fields on the Boucher Road. 
 
   Venue and Licence             Ref. No.                  Applicant                    
   Boucher Road Playing          WK/201400850      Ms Rose Crozier 
   Fields                                                                      Parks & Leisure Department  
 
The current days and hours during which outdoor musical entertainment is 
permitted to be provided are: 
 

• Monday to Sunday:   11.30 a m to 11.00 pm. 
 

In addition, there are special conditions attached to the licence which: 
 
1. Enables a maximum occupancy figure to be set by the Building Control 

Service depending upon individual concert set up proposals, and 
 
2. Requires a promoter, at least one month in advance of any event, to 

submit a suitable noise assessment and noise management plan. The 
noise assessment must be completed by a suitably qualified and 
experienced noise control consultant and must demonstrate that noise 
from the event will not cause unreasonable disturbance to nearby 
residential properties. The noise management plan must be agreed to 
the satisfaction of Council officers and any failure to comply with the 
requirements set out therein shall be considered to be a breach of the 
licensing conditions, and 
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1.4 
 
 
 

1.5 
 
 
 
 
 

1.6 
 
 

 

 
 
3. Allows the licensee to apply for additional hours, later than 

11.00pm, which may or may not be granted by Committee dependent 
upon any noise issues which may have arisen from previous events. 

 
Last year’s Tennents Vital took place on Wednesday 14th, Thursday 15th and 
Friday 16th August and featured world class acts including Kings of Leon, Snow 
Patrol and Avicii. 
 
A total of 23 complaints were received last year with 17 received during the 3 
days of the concerts and the remaining 6 arriving after the event. The majority of 
complaints were received from residents within the immediate areas around the 
venue. This was significantly less than the 231 complaints received from the 2 
day event held in 2012. 
 
The complaints related to noise disturbance from the concerts and anti-social 
behaviour, mainly as a result of the Friday night Avicii concert, which had a 
considerable number of young patrons attending. 

 

2.0 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 

2.2 
 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 
 

2.4 
 
 
 

2.5 
 
 
 
 

2.6 
 

 
2.7 
 
 

 
Members may be aware that the Parks and Leisure Committee have already 
been informed of this year’s event and, at their meeting of the 10th April 2014, 
agreed for MCD to hold up to 3 concerts at the venue between the 21st and 25th 
August 2014. 
 
This was subject to and on condition that the event organisers resolve all 
operational issues to the Council’s satisfaction, that an appropriate legal 
agreement is completed and that the event organisers meet all statutory 
requirements including entertainment licensing. 
 
Tennents Vital 2014 
For this year’s event The Killers will perform on Thursday 22nd August and on 
Sunday 24th August the headline act will be David Guetta. All headline acts will 
be supported by a number of other acts such as Bastille and Steve Angello. 
Other supporting acts have still to be confirmed. 
 
30,000 tickets have been made available for sale on each night. Gates are 
scheduled to be opened at 4.30 pm with entertainment planned to commence 
soon after and finish by 11.00 pm. 
 
The promoter has extensive experience of organising outdoor events of this 
scale which includes previous Tennents Vital Concerts at this venue, Botanic 
Gardens and Ormeau Park. 
 
Representations  
As a result of the public notices written representation was received outside the 
28 day statutory period objecting to the application. 
 
The nature of the objection relates to music being too loud from the concerts and 
music festivals held at the venue, for such a residential area. It also states that 
the music can be heard a considerable distance away. 
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2.8 
 
 
 
 
 

2.9 
 
 
 

2.10 
 
 
 
 
 

2.11 
 
 
 

2.12 
 
 

2.13 
 
 
 
 

2.14 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.15 
 
 
 
 

2.16 
 
 
 

2.17 
 
 
 
 
 

2.18 
 
 
 

 
Under the terms of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) (NI) Order 
1985, the Committee, when considering an application, must have regard to any 
representation which is received inside the 28 day statutory period. Where 
objections have been received outside the 28 day period you have discretion, but 
not a duty, to hear those objections. 
 
Members should note that the Council is not prohibited from taking all relevant 
representations into account, whether they have been communicated by 
objectors or others, early or late, or in any other way. 
 
When deciding if you wish to consider the objection received outside the 28 day 
period, facts that you may wish to take into account could include the relevance 
of the objection, the proximity of the objector to the venue, how far outside the 28 
day period the objection was received, or any other matters that appear 
important in the circumstances at hand. 
 
The objector has confirmed in writing that he is unable to attend due to being out 
of the country and that he wishes his objection to be considered by the Licensing 
Committee. 
 
A copy of each letter from the objector is attached. 
 
PSNI 
The PSNI has been consulted about the application for the renewal of the 
Entertainments Licence and have advised that as the promoter for the event is 
very reputable, experienced in their field and to date have included police in all of 
their planning meetings they have no concerns at this stage. 
 
As with all such events a series of detailed planning meetings will be held, some 
of which have begun, to look at traffic management, transport and any wider 
operational policing issues. Anti-social behaviour which occurred in the 
Stockman’s Lane area as people disembarked buses is an aspect that will given 
due consideration at the planning meetings. 
 
NIFRS 
The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service, as with other agencies, will be 
invited to attend a pre-event meeting and will be provided with all relevant 
documentation in advance of that meeting. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues  
Officers of the Service were closely involved with the planning, running and 
subsequent review of the outdoor events held at the venue last year. We have 
experienced no difficulties in working with the event organiser. 
 
Following the anti-social behaviour issues that arose from the Avicii concert held 
on the final night of last year’s event the promoter recognises the need to 
increase their provisions for this year’s event, particularly for the David Guetta 
concert being held on Sunday 24th August, which has a similar audience profile 
to Avicii. 
 
Additional stewards will be in place around the venue, car and coach parks and 
along the route to the venue in order to appropriately protect resident’s 
properties. This operation will be carried out in conjunction with Officers of the 
PSNI. 
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2.19 
 
 
 

2.20 
 
 
 
 

2.21 
 
 

2.22 
 
 
 
 

2.23 
 
 
 
 
 

2.24 
 
 

2.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.26 
 
 
 
 

2.27 
 

Appropriate toilet facilities will also be provided at stages along the route and 
within the car and coach parks. Appropriate first aid and ambulance provisions 
will also be provided, where required. 
 
The Service will also coordinate the work of Community Safety Officers and Park 
Wardens to provide support to the promoter and PSNI regarding alcohol 
enforcement for the event. 
 
Noise issues  
The Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) has been consulted in relation to the 
application and the proposals for this year’s Tennents Vital event.  
 
The Unit is supportive of all events aimed at improving the attractiveness and 
diversity of the City and are committed to working with licensees to ensure these 
events are successful and achieve a balance between the rights of residents, the 
event, the promotion of the city and the wider benefits to the local economy.  
 
Following the significant number of complaints received in 2012, Council Officers 
and the promoter worked extensively in order to manage the noise generated 
and minimise the potential for noise disturbance. The promoter worked closely 
with Officers throughout the event and a protocol was in operation to record and 
communicate complaints received. 
 
Similar procedures will be implemented this year to raise awareness of the event 
and minimise the noise disturbance. 
 
Members should also recognise that noise generated by large scale outdoor 
concerts is likely to lead to some level of disturbance for local residents. Even if 
guideline levels are met there is no guarantee that complaints will not be 
received. Conversely, if a recommended level is exceeded this may not 
necessarily lead to complaints as people may be prepared to tolerate the event 
because it will only last for a limited period of time. 
 
An officer from EPU will be available at your meeting to advise on any concerns 
regarding the proposed event and any potential noise impact it may have on 
nearby residents. 
 
Licensee 
The applicant has been informed of the objection and has been invited to attend 
your meeting so that you may hear their representations relating to the renewal 
of the Licence. 
 

 

3.0 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 
 

3.2 
 
 

3.3 

 
Financial 
Officers will be required to carry out inspections at both events but this is catered 
for within existing budgets. 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
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4.0 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5.0 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 

5.3 
 
 

5.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.5 

 
The current policy, laid down as a mandatory condition in the Order, is that 
where representations have been made within 28 days of the date of application, 
an opportunity of appearing before, and being heard by, the Committee shall be 
given to the applicant and to persons who made representations before any 
decision is made. 
 
However, the objector has already informed the Service that he is unable to 
attend this meeting due to being out of the country but that he wishes his 
objection to be considered by the Licensing Committee. 
 
Therefore, as the objection was received outside the 28 day statutory period, you 
are required to determine if you wish to consider the objection. 
 
If you do wish to consider the objection you are required to hear from the 
applicant and, after taking into account all information presented in respect of the 
application, to make a decision to either: 
 
1. Approve the application for the renewal of a 14-day Occasional Outdoor 

Entertainments Licence, or 
 

2. Approve the application for the renewal with special conditions in addition 
to those as set out in paragraph 1.3, or 

 
3. Refuse the application for the renewal of the Entertainments Licence. 

 
If an application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to 
which the applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the 
Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to the County 
Court. In the case that the applicant subsequently decides to appeal outdoor 
entertainment may still be provided until any such appeal is determined. 
 

 

6.0 Decision Tracking 

 
If the application is granted, the applicant will be sent a copy of the Licence within 7 
days of the Council decision. The person responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, 
Head of Building Control. 
 
If the application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the Licence to which 
the applicant does not consent the applicant will be advised in writing within 7 days of 
the right to appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to 
the Magistrates’ Court. The person responsible for this action is Henry Downey, 
Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive's Department. 
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7.0 Documents Attached 

 
Appendix 1 - Application form 
 
Appendix 2 - Location plan 
 

            Appendix 3 - PSNI comments 
 
Appendix 4 - Letters of objection 
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Belfast City Council 

 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee  
 

Subject: Application for Additional Hours - Feile An Phobail, Falls Park 
 

Date:  18 June 2014  
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1.0 Relevant Background Information 

1.1 
 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
 

1.3 
 
 
 
 

1.4 
 
 

 
 

1.5 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A request has been received from the organisers of Féile an Phobail to hold a 10 day music 
event at Falls Park, to be held within a marquee, running from Thursday 1st to Sunday 10th 
August. 
 

The event is promoted as a celebration of community, creativity, arts and sports.  It has 
operated from different venues in West Belfast since 1988 but has been established in Falls 
Park for the last 3 years.  
 

Falls Park currently has a Seven-day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence and a Fourteen- 
day Occasional Licence for a marquee and both have been used to hold numerous types of 
events. The Licences are held by the Parks and Leisure Department of the Council and are 
transferred to the promoter for the duration of their event.  
 

The days and hours during which entertainment may be provided both outdoors and in a 
marquee are:- 
 

• Monday to Sunday:   11.30 a m to 11.00 p m. 
 

In addition, the following special conditions are attached to both the Marquee and Outdoor 
licences: 
  

1. Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service 
and will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals 
 

2. Prior to any event taking place the promoters are required to demonstrate evidence 
of early consultation and have in place a robust system of dealing with any 
complaints, which has been agreed in advance with the Council 

 

3. Any requests to provide entertainment later than 23:00 hrs must be considered by 
the Licensing Committee and therefore must be made at least 3 months in advance 
of the proposed event. 

 

4. Should the Council receive a significant number of noise complaints for any event 
which has successive nights of entertainment permitted beyond 23:00hrs or if a 
complaint about an event beyond 23:00hrs is of major concern, then those 
successive nights with later hours may be subject to reduction and the promoter 
should have appropriate arrangements in place should this occur. 
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2.0 Key Issues 

 
2.1 

 
 
 

2.2 
 

 
 

2.3 
 

2.4 
 
 
 

2.5 
 
 
 

2.6 
 
 
 

2.7 
 
 
 
 

2.8 
 
 
 

 
2.9 

 
 
 

2.10 
 
 

 
 

 
2.11 

 
 
 
 

 
2.12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A range of events will be held in the marquee providing a variety of music such as irish 
traditional, rock, indie rock, folk and ska music and will include well known performers such as 
Kaiser Chiefs, Frances Black and Boyzone. 
 
The organisers have requested that the Committee give consideration to permitting five nights 
of entertainment to run beyond 11.00 pm to 12.00 am on 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th and 9th August. This is 
materially less additional hours than the licence as granted for in relation to last year’s event.  
 
A copy of the events running order is attached. 
 
As this is not an application to vary the terms of the marquee licence, but a request for Council’s 
permission to extend the hours under an existing licence condition, there is no requirement for 
public advertisement in this case. 
 
Members may recall that last year you agreed to grant the organisers permission to operate on 
7 nights beyond the standard hours of 11.00 pm to 1.00 am, in addition to two Sunday nights 
when entertainment was extended to 12.00 am. 
 
The Service has received a copy of the Event Management Plan and other relevant event 
details. Officers are currently liaising with the organisers to ensure that all technical 
requirements will be met and work is ongoing in this regard. 
 
Members are also advised that, through a series of meetings, the organisers have consulted 
with residents in the vicinity of the Park and the Service has not received any objection from 
them. The organisers have also stated that residents have shown no concerns about the event 
as part of their consultations with them. 
 
Representatives of Féile an Phobail will be available at your meeting should you wish to seek 
further information on their proposals. 
 
PSNI 
 
The PSNI have been consulted in relation to the event and they have confirmed that the 
organisers have been in contact with them about it. The police have also been informed of the 
proposed extension of hours.  
 
Members are advised that, as with all such events, a series of detailed planning meetings will 
be held, some of which have begun, to look at traffic management, transport and any wider 
operational policing issues. 
 
NIFRS 
 
The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have also been consulted about the application. 
As with other similar events they will be invited to a pre-event meeting and provided with 
relevant documentation in advance of that meeting. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues  
 
Officers from the Service have previously carried out during performance inspections over the 
duration of other events organised by Féile An Phobail and have always found the organisers to 
be professional in their approach and have had no issues with the health, safety and welfare 
management of the events during that time. 
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2.13 
 

 
2.14 

 
 

 
 
2.15 

 
 
 

 
2.16 

 
 
2.17 

 
 
 
 
2.18 

 
 

2.19 
 
 

 
Noise issues 
 
The Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) has been consulted in relation to the request for late 
night entertainment to run to 12.00 am on 5 occasions for the event at Falls Park. 
 
The Unit is supportive of all events aimed at improving the attractiveness and diversity of the 
City.  They are committed to working with licensees to ensure these events are successful and 
to achieve a balance between the rights of residents, the event, the promotion of the city and 
the wider benefits to the local economy. 
 
Given the cumulative impact of several late consecutive nights and potential sleep disturbance 
to nearby residents, Officers are concerned that there is a greater potential for complaints after 
11.00pm.  Members are reminded that the Clean Neighbourhood And Environment Act 2011 
gives councils additional powers in relation to entertainment noise after 11.00pm. 
 
Last year the Noise Team received 22 noise complaints over the course of the 10 day festival. 
No complaint resulted in any formal action being taken by the Council.  
 
Officers are currently working with the organisers and their representatives regarding a suitable 
noise assessment and noise management plan for the festival.  The noise assessment must 
demonstrate that noise from the event will not cause unreasonable disturbance to commercial 
and residential premises.  

 
Officers will consider all reports and supporting information to ensure the technical 
requirements are in accordance with all the relevant legislation and guidance 
 
An officer from EPU will be available at your meeting to advise on any concerns regarding the 
proposed event and any potential noise impact it may have on nearby residents. 
 

 

3.0 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 
 

3.2 
 

 
3.3 

 

 
Financial 
Officers will be required to carry out inspections at the event but this is catered for within 
existing budgets. 
 
Human Resources 
None. 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None. 
 

 

4.0 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5.0 Recommendations 

5.1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Taking into account the information presented and any representations received you are 
required to consider the request to extend the hours of entertainment and, subject to all 
technical requirements being met, either: 

 
1. Agree that the proposed events on 1st, 2nd, 7th, 8th and 9th August 2014 should be permitted 

to take place beyond the standard hours of Licence to 12:00 am, or 
 

2. Refuse to extend any or all of the hours as requested. 
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6.0 Decision Tracking 

 
Any approval is subject to the applicant fully complying with any technical requirements to the 
satisfaction of the Officers of the Council, including the submission of the necessary certificates, 
insurances and other documents in relation to the event.  The person responsible for this action is 
Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 

 

7.0 Documents Attached 

 
Location map 
 
Event running order 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Licensing Committee  
 

Subject: Application for the Renewal of a Seven-day Annual Outdoor 
Entertainments Licence/Request for Additional Hours - Holy Cross Boys’ 
Primary School, Brookfield Street 

 

Date:  18th June 2014  
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, Ext. 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, Ext. 2435 
 

 
 

1.0 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 

 
1.3 
 
 
 

1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An application was received on 7th May 2014 from the Ardoyne Fleadh Project for the renewal of 
the Seven-day Annual Outdoor Entertainments Licence for Holy Cross Boys Primary School 
based on the Council’s standard conditions to provide outdoor musical entertainment. 
 
 Premises and Location                     Ref. No.                    Applicant 
 Holy Cross Boys Primary School        WK/201400732        Mr Paul McCusker 
 Brookfield Street                                                                  Ardoyne Fleadh Project 
 Belfast                                                                                  Ardoyne Community Centre 
                                                                                             40 Herbert Street    
 
The outdoor licence is based on the Council’s standard conditions to provide outdoor musical 
entertainment. 
 
The standard days and hours for outdoor Entertainments Licences are: 
 

• Monday to Sunday: 11.30 am to 11.00 pm 
 
In addition, there are special conditions attached to the licence, which are as follows: 
 
1. The Licensee is required, at least one month in advance of any event, to submit a 

suitable noise assessment and noise management plan to demonstrate evidence of 
early consultation with local residents and have in place a robust system of dealing with 
any complaints. The noise assessment must be completed by a suitably qualified and 
experienced noise control consultant and demonstrate that noise from the event will not 
cause unreasonable disturbance to nearby residential properties. The plan shall be 
agreed to the satisfaction of the Council and failure to comply with the requirements set 
down in it shall be considered to be a breach of the licence conditions.  
 

2. Maximum numbers will be agreed at the discretion of the Building Control Service and 
will vary depending upon individual concert set up proposals. 
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1.5 
 
 
 
 

1.6 
 
1.7 
 
 

 
3. The licensee may, three months in advance of a proposed event, apply for additional 

hours to provide entertainment beyond 11.00pm. Such applications will be considered 
by the Licensing Committee and any previous noise issues will be taken into account. 

 

Members will recall that last year a total of 18 objections were received to this application. At a 
Special Meeting, held on 26th June 2013, you considered the matter and agreed to grant the 
application, which was utilised for the Ardoyne Fleadh. The Committee also granted permission 
for the event to provide entertainment to 12.00am on two of the nights. 
 
The festival took place from Friday 23rd to Sunday 25th August 2013. 
 
A total of 6 complaints were received. 5 were received during the course of the event and 1 
afterwards. 119 complaints were received about the event held in 2012. 
 

 

2.0 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 

 
2.3 
 

 
 
2.4 
 
 
2.5 
 
 
 
 
 

2.6 
 
 

 
2.7 
 
 
 

 
 
2.8 
 
 

 
 
 
 
2.9 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to the renewal application, the applicant is also requesting permission to run each 
night of this year’s event beyond the standard hours of 11.00 pm to 12.00 am. 

     
This year the organisers propose to hold the event over three days on Friday 22nd, Saturday 23rd 
and Sunday 24th August from 8.00 pm to 12.00 am. 
 
The organisers have advised that the primary purpose of the licence is to provide a facility for the 
school and the local Community Centre to hold outdoor events and provide entertainment in a 
controlled, managed and safe environment. 
 
The site build will commence on Thursday 21st August with the take down being undertaken on 
Monday 25th August. 
 
The Ardoyne Fleadh Project is now in its 23rd year and plays host to a number of local acts of 
music, drama, comedy and family entertainment. The organisers have informed the Service that 
the acts for this year’s event have still to be confirmed; however they are expected to be of the 
same nature and genre as previous years.  
 
Representations 
Public notices of the applications have been placed within 7 days of the application being made 
and no objections have been received within the 28 day statutory period. 
 
PSNI 
The PSNI have been consulted in relation to the application and the request to operate the event 
to 12.00am on each night. They have also confirmed that the organisers of the Fleadh have 
already been in contact with them about it. However, their response is outstanding at the time of 
writing this report but will be available at your meeting. 
 
NIFRS 
The Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service have been consulted regarding the application 
and proposed event and have, in principle, no objection to the application. However, as with 
other outdoor licences, they will be invited to the pre-event meeting and will be provided with all 
relevant documentation in advance of any proposed concert to work with Officers of the Service 
regarding any technical requirements that need to be met. 
 
Health, safety and welfare issues  
Last year the organisers worked with Council Officers on all aspects of the event. Officers of the 
Service have already engaged with the applicant and organisers of the Ardoyne Fleadh to ensure 
that appropriate measures with regard to health, safety and welfare management are again in 
place at this year’s event. 
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2.10 
 
 
 

 
2.11 
 
 
 
 
 

2.12 
 
 
 

2.13 
 
 

2.14 
 
 
 
 

2.15 
 
 
 
 

2.16 
 
 
 
 
 

2.17 
 

 

 
The applicant is currently developing their Event Management Plan, which includes an 
appropriate background noise survey, to allow Officers of the Building Control Service and 
Environmental Protection Unit to assess the documentation and ensure that the relevant 
technical requirements are complied with. 
 
In order to comply with the condition of Licence to demonstrate evidence of early consultation in 
relation to the intended event, the organisers will be sending a letter to residents within the 
vicinity of the venue at least 3 weeks before the event. This letter will provide information about 
the particulars of the event and the desired finish time of 12.00am. The letter will be agreed with 
the Service before it is issued. 
  
Representatives of the Ardoyne Fleadh Project will be available should you wish to seek further 
information on these proposals. 
 
Noise issues 
An initial consultation has taken place with the Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) in relation to 
the application and the proposals for this year’s Ardoyne Fleadh Project. 
 
The Unit is supportive of all events aimed at improving the attractiveness and diversity of the City 
and are committed to working with licensees to ensure these events are successful and achieve 
a balance between the rights of residents, the event, the promotion of the city and the wider 
benefits to the local economy. 
 
An acoustic consultant has been appointed and as previously noted; an appropriate background 
noise survey will be carried out and documented in the form of a report. A meeting to discuss 
noise issues and the formulation of a noise management plan will be organised in due course 
with the organisers to determine what levels will achieve this. 
 
Members should also recognise that noise generated by outdoor concerts is likely to lead to 
some level of disturbance for local residents. Even if guideline levels are met there is no 
guarantee that complaints will not be received. Conversely, if a recommended level is exceeded 
this may not necessarily lead to complaints as people may be prepared to tolerate the event 
because it will only last for very limited period of time. 
 
An officer from EPU will be available at your meeting to advise on any concerns regarding the 
proposed event and any potential noise impact it may have on nearby residents. 

 

3.0 Resource Implications 

 
 
 

3.1 
 

 
 

3.2 
 
 
 

3.3 
 

 
Financial 
 
None 
 
Human Resources 
 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
 
None 
 

 

4.0 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
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5.0 Recommendation 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 
 

 
5.3 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Taking into account the information presented and representations made in respect of the 
application you are required to make a decision to either: 
 

1. Approve the application for the renewal of the  7-day Annual outdoor licence, or 
 

2. Approve the application for the renewal with special conditions, or 
 

3. Refuse the application for the renewal of the 7-day Annual outdoor licence. 
 
If the application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days 
of notification of that decision to the Recorders Court. In the case that you refuse to grant a 
licence, and the applicant subsequently decides to appeal, entertainment may not be provided 
until any such appeal is determined. 
 
Should you be of a mind to approve the application you are then required to determine, subject to 
all technical requirements being met: 

 

• If the proposed events on the 22nd, 23rd and 24th August 2014 should be permitted to take 
place beyond the standard hours of licence to 12.00am. 

 
 

6.0 Decision Tracking 

 
If the application is granted, the applicant will be sent a copy of the Licence within 7 days of the 
Council decision. The person responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If the application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the Licence to which the 
applicant does not consent the applicant will be advised in writing within 7 days of his right to 
appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to the Magistrates’ 
Court. The person responsible for this action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief 
Executive's Department. 
 

 

7.0 Documents Attached 

 
Appendix 1 - Application form 
 

            Appendix 2 - Location map 
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Belfast City Council 

 
 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Application for the Renewal and Variation of a Seven-day Annual 
Entertainments Licence - Beehive Bar, 193-195 Falls Road  

 

Date:  18th June 2014               
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 

 
1.3 
 
 
 

 
 
1.4 
 

 
1.5 
 

 
Applications have been received from Philip Bannon for the renewal and variation of a Seven-
day Annual Entertainments Licence for Beehive Bar based on the Council’s standard conditions 
to provide music, singing, dancing or any other entertainment of a like kind. 

 
   Premises and Location                  Ref. No.                         Applicant                     
   Beehive Bar                                     WK/201301557              Philip Bannon 
   193-195 Falls Road                                                                193-195 Falls Road                                                            
   Belfast, BT12 6FB                                                                  Belfast, BT12 6FB                                                                
 
The areas of the premises licensed to provide entertainment are the: 
 

� Ground floor, with a maximum capacity of 280 persons 
 
The days and hours during which the premises are currently licensed to provide entertainment 
on the ground floor are: 
 

� Sunday: 12.30pm to 12.00 midnight 

� Monday to Saturday: 11.30 am to 1.00 am the following morning 

The premises operate as a public house with entertainment currently provided in the form of a 
disco on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  
 
The nature of the variation is to increase the hours during which entertainment may be provided 
on Thursday, Friday, Saturday and Sunday nights until 3.00am the following morning. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 

 
Members are reminded that the normal process for dealing with Entertainments Licence 
renewals, which are not the subject of objections, is that the Director of Health and 
Environmental Services will grant the licence as provided for in the Council’s Scheme of 
Delegation. 
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 2.2 
 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2.4 
 
 
 
 

 
 
2.5 
 
 
 

2.6 
 
 

2.7 
 
 
 

2.8 
 
 
 
 

2.9 
 
 
 
 

2.10 
 

 
 

2.11 
 
 

 
 

2.12 
 
 

However, in light of the fact that the applicant has also applied for a variation to extend the 
hours of entertainment past 1.00 am, both applications are being presented to you for your 
consideration.  
 
Reasons for the variation 
 
The licensee has stated that the variation to extend the permitted hours is required for the 
following reasons: 
 

� The industry is enduring hard times and it is a very competitive market. A 3.00 am 
licence on the requested days would enable them to remain competitive within the 
market they are placed. 

 
� A 3.00am licence will provide a unique selling point for their venue in the area they 

are located. 
 

� It would also place them in a better position to compete on an even playing field 
with competitors within the Greater Belfast area and the City Centre. 

 

In support of the application the licensee has advised that they employ extra door supervisors 

when entertainment is taking place and have an arrangement with a local taxi company to help 

ensure patrons disperse quickly after the bar closes. Initially, he is also proposing to only 

provide entertainment on Saturday until 2.00 am and Sundays until 1.00 am if the variation is 

granted. 

 

A copy of an email from the applicant outlining the reasons for making the variation application 

is attached. 

Representations 
No written representation has been lodged as a result of the public notices of the application. 
 
PSNI 
The PSNI have been consulted and have no objection to the application. A copy of their 
correspondence is attached  
 
Health, safety and welfare inspections  
Since the transfer of the Entertainments Licence was completed in September 2013 one during 
performance inspection has been carried out on the premises by Officers from the Service. No 
entertainment was being provided on that occasion. 
 
Noise Issues 
The Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) has confirmed that they received one noise complaint 
about the premises on 23 August 2013.  They have received no complaints since that date 
regarding noise disturbance due to noise/music breakout or from patron dispersal at the 
premises. 
 
An acoustic report provided by the applicant advises that with the door to the smoking area 
open the predicted level at the facades of the nearest residential properties will be 44dB(A) 
LAeq which is still less than the measured background of 54.8dB(A) L90. 
 
Whilst the report provided predicts that noise from entertainment will not have an impact on 
nearby residential properties EPU are concerned that if the smoking area is not properly 
managed noise from patrons could have an impact as the levels used are only predictions of 
“typical” noise levels associated with patrons using smoking areas. 
 
An officer from EPU will be available at your meeting to answer any queries you may have 
about the proposal. 
 

Page 74



 
2.13 
 
 

Licensee 
The applicant and/or his representatives will be available to discuss any matters relating to the 
variation of the licence should they arise during your meeting. 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 
3.1 
 

 
3.2 
 

 
3.3 

 
Financial 
None 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no relevant equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 

5.3 

 
Taking into account the information presented and the representations received you are 
required to consider the applications for the renewal and variation of this licence and to: 
 

1. Approve the renewal and variation applications to increase the hours during which 
entertainment may be provided on Thursday to Sunday to 3.00am the following 
morning, or 
    

2. Approve the applications with special conditions; in addition to the standard 
conditions, or 

 
3. Refuse the application for the variation of the licence, or 

 
4. Refuse the applications for renewal and variation of the licence. 

 
If the applications are refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days 
of notification of that decision to the County Court.  
 
Should the Committee decide to refuse the variation application, and the applicant decides to 
appeal, the licence will continue with its present conditions until the Appeal is determined. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If the renewal and variation is granted, assuming all outstanding technical matters have been dealt 
with, the applicant will be sent a copy of the licence within 7 days of the Council decision. The person 
responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If you are of a mind to refuse the applications or attach special conditions to the licence within 7 days 
from the date of the Council’s decision the applicant will be advised in writing of their right to appeal 
the Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to the County Court. The person 
responsible for this action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive’s 
Department.  
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7 Documents Attached 

 
 
         Appendix 1 - Application form 

 
         Appendix 2 - Location map 
 
         Appendix 3 - PSNI comments 
 
         Appendix 4 - Rationale for extension of hours    
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LETTER SUPPORTING an APPLICATION FROM the BEE HIVE BAR, FALLS ROAD - RELATING to 
EXTENDING its EXISTING HOURS for the PROVISION of ENTERTAINMENT at the PREMISES. 

- To be presented to the LICENSING COMMITTEE on Wednesday 16th April 2014 

We have been operating the Bar since we purchased it in 2011 and in our time here we have worked 
very hard and endeavoured to build up our clientele (which comprises mainly of local residents), 
with considerable success.  

The committee may also be aware that the industry is enduring hard times and it is a very 
competitive market and to enable us to remain competitive within the market we are placed, we 
believe the following;  

It is vital for us to meet our customers’ needs and expectations. Extending our hours of 
entertainment on specified nights would enable us to establish a USP for our venue to 
operate in this area. It would also place us in a better position to compete on an even 
playing field with our competitors within the Greater Belfast area and the Belfast City Centre 
which is approx 1.5 miles from our location. 

We are acutely aware that the proposed application brings to the fore, concerns the Committee 
needs to consider and address before granting the Application and in anticipation we are submitting 
the following in support of our application, 

• Currently, on nights when entertainment is provided, we ensure we have the appropriate 
amount of staff to accommodate our customers, working off a door supervisor to capacity 
ratio of 1 door supervisor to 30 customers we are above the best practice guidance 
requirement of 1 to 50. This has enabled us to provide a safe and stable environment for our 
users to enjoy the entertainment being provided. 
 

• Regardless of the Application being granted, we have negotiated a deal with a local taxi 
depot to establish a rank outside our building on the night’s entertainment is being provided 
to ensure that our customers disperse from the area quickly and quietly after closing. The 
firm is to install a free phone on the premises.  
 

• Signs have been erected in our entrance hall and our Door Staff ensure that our customers 
are encouraged and are constantly reminded that the premises are positioned near a 
residential area and that we would be thankful and grateful, if they left in a quiet and 
orderly manner. 
 

• In the first instance we are proposing to run entertainment on Saturday until 2am and 
Sundays until 1am. 

We would request that the Committee consider our application and grant the extended hours. 

Thanks 

Phillip Bannon 

Bee Hive Bar 
21st March 2014 

Page 80



Document is Restricted

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1 of the Council's Policy on the
Publication of Committee Reports on the Internet.



This page is intentionally left blank



Document is Restricted

By virtue of paragraph(s) 1 of the Council's Policy on the
Publication of Committee Reports on the Internet.



This page is intentionally left blank



 
Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 
 
Subject: Application for the Grant of a Seven-day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 

Licence - Dirty Onion and Yardbird, 42 Waring Street 
 
Date:  18th June, 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1.2 
 
1.3 
 
 
 
 

1.4 
 
 

 
1.5 
 
 
 
 
 

1.6 
 
 

1.7 

 
An application has been received from Mr Conall Wolsey for the grant of a Seven-day Annual 
Outdoor Entertainments Licence for The Dirty Onion and Yardbird. 
 
   Premises and Location              Ref. No.                   Applicant      
   The Dirty Onion and Yardbird       WK/201400469       Mr Conall Wolsey  
   42 Waring Street                                                                            Cathedral Leisure Ltd                                              
   Belfast, BT1 2ED 
 
Mr Conall Wolsey is a director of Cathedral Leisure Ltd.                                     
 
The applicant proposes to provide entertainment in the external beer garden, which is located 
to the front of The Dirty Onion and Yardbird. The occupancy of the area has still to be finalised 
but will be approximately 250 persons. It is expected that this technical issue will be resolved 
shortly as part of ongoing discussions. 
 
Members are advised that the maximum indoor occupancy for the premise is 240 persons and 
this will be considered in conjunction with the persons that may be accommodated in the 
outdoor area and how both areas are managed. 
 
The days and hours during which entertainment is proposed to be provided are as per the 
indoor Entertainments Licence as follows: 
 

Monday to Saturday   11.30 am to 1.00 am the following morning, and 
Sunday                       12.30 pm to 12.00 am the following morning. 

 
The applicant has advised that, if a licence is granted for the area, it is the intention to provide 
entertainment in the form of live bands or a DJ through the in-house speaker system. 
 
Layout plans of the outdoor area are attached. 
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2 Key Issues 

2.1 
 
 
 
 

2.2 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 

 
 

 
2.4 
 
 
 
 

2.5 
 
 
 

2.6 
 
 
 

 
 

2.7 
 
 

 
2.8 
 
 

 
 

 
 

2.9 
 

Members are reminded that the normal process for dealing with Entertainments Licence 
applications which are not the subject of objections, is that the Director of Health and 
Environmental Services will grant the licence as provided for in the Council’s Scheme of 
Delegation.  
 
However, at your meeting on 21st November 2012, you agreed that all future applications for the 
grant of outdoor entertainments licences be brought before Committee for your consideration. 
 
Representations 
 
Public notices of the application were placed in the newspapers and no objections were 
received within the 28 day statutory period. 
 
PSNI 
 
The Police Service of Northern Ireland has been consulted and has no objection to the 
application. 
 
Health, safety and welfare inspections  
 
A total of 2 during performance inspections have been carried out on the premises by Officers 
from the Service regarding the provision of indoor entertainment since the opening of the 
premises in November 2013. 
 
The inspections revealed that the conditions of the Entertainments Licence were being adhered 
to and the Officers were satisfied that all operational and management procedures were being 
implemented effectively.  
 
Noise Issues 
 
Given the nature of the entertainment in the venue, an acoustic report outlining the measures to 
be taken to ensure minimal disturbance to neighbouring residential premises, either due to 
noise breakout or from patron activity, was requested. 
 
An acoustic report has only recently been received by the Service and has been forwarded to 
the Environmental Protection Unit (EPU) for assessment. Due to the limited time available for 
them to assess the report their comments are currently outstanding but an Officer from EPU will 
be in attendance at your meeting to answer any queries you may have regarding noise. 
 
Licensee 
 
Representatives for the applicant will be available to discuss any matters relating to the 
application at your meeting. 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 

3.2 
 

 
3.3 

 
Financial 
None 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
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4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 

 
Taking into account the information presented and any representations made in respect of the 
application you are required to make a decision to either: 
 

1. Approve the application for the grant of a 7-day Annual Outdoor Entertainments 
Licence, or 
 

2. Approve the application for the grant with special conditions, or 
 

3. Refuse the application for the grant of the licence. 
 
If the application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the licence to which the 
applicant does not consent, then the applicant may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days 
of notification of that decision to the County Court. In the case that the applicant subsequently 
decides to appeal, outdoor entertainment may not be provided until any such appeal is 
determined. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If the licence is granted, subject to all outstanding technical matters having been dealt with, the 
applicant will be sent a copy of the licence within 7 days of the Council decision.  The person 
responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If the application is refused, or special conditions are attached to the Licence to which the applicant 
does not consent the applicant will be advised in writing within 7 days of the right to appeal the 
Council’s decision within 21 days of notification of that decision to the Magistrates Court.  The person 
responsible for this action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executives 
Department. 
 

 

 

7 Documents Attached 

 
 

Appendix 1 - Application form 
 
Appendix 2 - Location map  

 
Appendix 3 - Layout Plans 
  
Appendix 4 - PSNI comments 
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Belfast City Council Licensing 
01/04/2014 - 30/04/2014 

 
Licence/Permit 

Application Details 
 

PSNI 

Ap
p 

Ty
pe

 

 
Building Control 

Reference 

Am
en

de
d 

 
Premises 

 
Address 

 
Applicant 

 
Licence 
Type 

 
Nature 

Of 
Ent. 

 
Nature Of Variation 

 

 
Ref 

 
Comments 

Hours 
Of 

Opening 

Max Number 
Of 

Persons 

 
 

G  
 
WK/201400469 

 

 
Yes 

 
The Dirty Onion & 

Yardbird  

 
42 Waring Street 

 
Mr Conall Wolsey, 
Cathedral Leisure 

Ltd 

 
E  OD  7 

 
 7 

    
No Objections 
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Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 
Subject: Application for the Renewal of a Seven-day Annual Entertainments 

Licence - Ulster Maple Leaf Sports and Social Club, 41-43 Park Avenue 
 
Date:  18th June, 2014                
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

 
1.4 
 
 

1.5 

 
An application was received from Mr Fred Brady for the renewal of a 7-day annual 
Entertainments Licence for the Ulster Maple Leaf Sports and Social Club based on the Council’s 
standard conditions to provide music, singing, dancing or any other entertainment of a like kind. 
 
 Premises and Location                   Ref. No.                             Applicant                     
 Ulster Maple Leaf Sports                  WK/201400321                  Mr Fred Brady 
 and Social Club 
 41–43 Park Avenue 
 Belfast, BT4 1PU 
 
Under the terms of the Local Government Miscellaneous Provisions (NI) Order 1985, in 
considering any application for the grant, renewal, or transfer of an Entertainments Licence, the 
Council must have regard to any conviction of the applicant of an offence under the Order within 
the period of five years immediately proceeding the date when the application was made. 
 
This application is placed before the Committee as Mr Fred Brady, Honorary Secretary of the 
club, was convicted of an offence under the Order at Belfast Magistrates Court on the 20th April 
2010, after a during performance inspection found that two of the final exits were blocked, which 
would have prevented safe means of escape from the premises in the event of an emergency. 
 
As a result Mr Brady was fined £500.00 and the Council was awarded costs of £66.00 for the 
offence. 
 
Members may recall that previous applications to renew the Entertainments Licence were 
brought before your meetings of 19th May 2010, 22nd June 2011, 16th May 2012 and 15th May 
2013. After consideration, you agreed to renew the licence on each occasion.   
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 

 
Members are reminded that the normal process for dealing with Entertainment Licence renewals, 
which are not the subject of objections is that the Director of Health and Environmental Services 
will grant the licence as provided for in the Councils Scheme of Delegation. 
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2.2 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 
 

2.4 
 

 
2.5 
 

 
2.6 
 
 
 
 

 
However, in light of the fact that the applicant has been found guilty of committing an offence 
within 5 years of the application for the licence being submitted to the Council you are required to 
consider the application. 
 
Representations 
Public notices of the application were placed in the newspapers and no objections were received. 
 
PSNI 
The PSNI has been consulted and has confirmed that they have no objection to the application.  
 
Health, safety and welfare inspections 
Since the renewal of the licence last year two during performance inspections have been carried 
out on the premises and were satisfactory on each occasion. 
 
As part of this year’s renewal application an Officer of the Service has met with the management 
of the club to review their fire safety procedures and was satisfied that appropriate measures are 
in place to ensure the safe evacuation of patrons from the club should an emergency situation 
occur. 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 
 

3.2 
 
 

3.3 

 
Financial 
None 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no relevant equality or good relations issues associated with this report. 
 

 

5 Recommendation 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 

5.2 

 
Notwithstanding the opportunity to refuse the application on any other grounds, the Council may 
refuse an application for an Entertainments Licence on the grounds that the applicant has been 
convicted of an offence under the Order within the period of five years immediately preceding 
the date when the application was made. 
 
Taking into account the information presented, you are required to consider the application for 
the renewal of this licence and to:- 
  

1. approve the application for the renewal, or 
 

2. should you be of a mind to refuse the application, or approve the application with 
additional special conditions, an opportunity of appearing before and of being heard by 
the Committee must be given to the applicant. 

 

 
 
 
 

Page 106



Decision Tracking 

 
If the renewal is granted, assuming all outstanding technical matters have been dealt with, the 
applicant will be sent a copy of the licence within 7 days of the Council decision.  The person 
responsible for this action is Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control. 
 
If you are of a mind to refuse the application or attach special conditions to the licence within 7 days 
from the date of the Council’s decision the applicant will be advised in writing of their right to an 
opportunity of appearing before and of being heard by the Committee. The person responsible for this 
action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive’s Department.  
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Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Review of a Stationary Street Trading Licence – Berry Street 
 

Date:  18th June 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext 2450 
 

Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 

1.4 
 
 

1.5 
 

 
 
 
1.6 
 
 
 

 
 

1.7 
 
 
 
 

1.8 
 

 
1.9 

 
Members are reminded that, at your meeting on 16th October 2013, you considered separate 
Street Trading Licence applications from Miss Monika Szczesna and Mr Peter Robinson for a 
vacant designated site in Berry Street. 
 
After consideration, the Committee granted Miss Szczesna a Stationary Street Trading Licence 
to sell hand crafts, e-cigarettes, e-cigarette accessories and refills, seasonal accessories 
(Christmas, Easter, Halloween, etc.) leather goods and jewellery from a traditional market stall 
from Monday to Sunday.  
  
The annual fee for the Licence is £1017. 
 
On being granted the Licence, Miss Szczesna had agreed to pay the Licence Fees on a 
monthly basis; which was £84.75 per month. 
 
However, shortly after the Licence was granted the Department for Social Development 
commenced works on the redevelopment of Bank Square in January 2014 and Berry Street 
was utilised as an access area for the works for approximately 3 months. As a result, the street 
trading sites located in the area were unavailable to use. 
 
Miss Szczesna was advised of this when she made her application. In line with Council policy, 
where circumstances may arise which renders a street trading pitch unsuitable when road 
works do not permit trading, alternative available designated sites may be offered. However, 
Miss Szczesna did not avail of any of those sites offered and instead she chose not to trade 
during the period. 
 
The Berry Street site had been unavailable from January 2014 to March 2014 and she was not 
charged for her licence fee for that period. In April 2014, she was further advised that the site 
was now available and that she could commence trading again and that her monthly licence 
fees would resume.  
 
However, Miss Szczesna did not resume trading and is currently not responding to our 
telephone calls, emails or letters.  
 
She is licensed until December, 2014 and no payments have been received. As a consequence 
Miss Szczesna’s debt is now £254.25. 
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2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 

2.2 
 
 
 
 

2.3 
 
 
 

 
The Street Trading Act (N.I.) 2001 provides that, at any time after a Street Trading Licence has 
been granted, the Council may, in certain circumstances, revoke a Licence. 
 
The Act permits that a Council may revoke a Licence if it is satisfied that the licence holder has, 
without reasonable explanation, failed to pay any fees or charges due to the Council and where 
the licence holder has, without reasonable excuse, failed to avail himself to a reasonable extent 
of his licence. 
 
Should Committee be of a mind to use its discretionary power to revoke Miss Szczesna’s Street 
Trading Licence the Act requires that advance notice be given to her and that she be invited to 
make representations before a decision is made.  
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 

3.2 
 

 
3.3 

 
Financial  
If these Licences are revoked there will be a loss in annual Licence Fees of £1017. However, it 
is anticipated that there will be sufficient interest in the site that the vacancy will be filled within a 
short time. 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations considerations 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 

 

5 Recommendation 

 
5.1 
 
 

 
Members are asked to decide whether:- 
 
1. They are minded to revoke Miss Szczesna’s Licence as she has, without reasonable 

explanation, failed to pay any fees or charges due to the Council and has, without 
reasonable excuse, failed to avail herself to a reasonable extent of her licence and, if so,  
 

2. To agree to consider the revocation of the Licence at a future meeting at which Miss 
Szczesna would be invited to make representation regarding her failure to pay the fees 
due and trade. 

 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If you are minded to consider revoking Miss Szczesna’s Licence she will be advised in writing within 7 
days of her right to make written representation regarding this decision. The person responsible for 
this action is Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer, Chief Executive’s Department. 
 
This representation will be considered at a subsequent meeting of the Committee. 
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Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Revocation of Street Trading Licences – Fountain Lane/Fountain Street 
 

Date:  18th June 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

 
1.4 
 
 

 
 

 
The Committee is reminded that, at your meeting on 19th March, you considered the revocation 
of two Stationary Street Trading Licences previously granted to Mr Joseph Kerr, which allow 
him to trade from Monday to Sunday.  
 
The Licences are as follows: 
 

1. Fountain Lane 45ft from its junction with Donegall Place. 
 

For the sale of confectionery, toys, clothing accessories, Halloween accessories, gift 
wrap, souvenirs and tour tickets. 

 
2. Fountain Street 20ft from its junction with Wellington Place. 

 
For the sale of confectionery, jewellery, bus tour tickets, Halloween costumes and 
clothing accessories of a non-football related nature.  

 
The Committee, after considering the matter, agreed that it was minded to revoke the Licence 
as it was satisfied that the licence holder had, without reasonable explanation, failed to pay any 
fees or charges due to the Council pursuant to Section 10 (1) (f) of the Street Trading Act (N.I.) 
2001.  
 
As a consequence of that decision, Mr Kerr was notified of the Committee decision and was 
informed that he would be permitted to make personal and written representation to Committee 
regarding this. To date written representation has not been received. 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 

2.2 
 
 

 
Members are advised that, since your meeting, all outstanding payments have now been made. 
 
Mr Kerr has been invited to appear before Committee and make a brief presentation and to 
answer any questions you may have. The Committee is therefore required to hear Mr Kerr. 
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3 Resource Implications 

 
 

 
3.1 
 
 
 

 
 

3.2 
 

 
 

3.3 

 
Financial  
 
If these Licences are revoked there will be a loss in annual Licence Fees of £2034. However, it 
is anticipated that there will be sufficient interest in these sites that the vacancies will be filled 
within a short time. 
 
Human Resources 
 
None 
 
Asset and other Implications 
 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 
 

5.3 

 
Taking into account the information presented and after considering Mr Kerr’s representation, 
you are required to make a decision to either: 
 
1. Confirm your decision of 19th March and revoke the Street Trading Licence, or 

 
2. Reverse your decision of 19th March and decide not to revoke the Street Trading 

Licence as Mr Kerr has now paid off the debt. 
 

If Committee decide not to revoke the Licence, Members are asked to consider making it a 
requirement upon renewal that Mr Kerr must pay his Licence fee in full in advance, instead of 
the current Council policy of offering any applicant the opportunity to pay their fee over the term 
of the licence, and that any subsequent licence must be renewed annually. 
 
If the licence is revoked, the licensee may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of 
notification of that decision to the Magistrates’ Court. If an appeal is lodged the Licensee may 
continue to operate under the terms of the existing licence until such times as the Court make a 
determination in relation to the appeal. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If you confirm your decision and revoke the licence, the Licensee will be advised in writing within 7 
days of their right of appeal regarding this decision. The person responsible for this action is Henry 
Downey, Democratic Services Officer. 
 

 
 
 

Page 112



 
Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Revocation of a Mobile Street Trading Licence – 
Malone/Ormeau/Skegoneill/Windsor 

 

Date:  18th June 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

1.4 
 
 

 

 
The Committee is reminded that, at your meeting on 19th March, you considered the revocation 
of a Mobile Street Trading Licence previously granted to Mr Terry Horner for the sale of ice 
cream, confectionery and non-alcoholic beverages which allows him to trade Monday to 
Sunday in the Ormeau, Malone, Windsor and Skegoneill areas of the City. 
 
The Committee, after considering the matter agreed that, in its capacity as Licensing Authority, 
it was minded to revoke the Licence as it was satisfied that the licence holder had, without 
reasonable explanation, failed to pay any fees or charges due to the Council pursuant to 
Section 10 (1) (f) of the Street Trading Act (N.I.) 2001. 
 
As a consequence of that decision, Mr Horner was notified of the Committee decision and was 
informed that he would be permitted to make personal and written representation to Committee 
regarding this. To date written representation has not been received. 
 
At the time of writing this report, some payments have been made and the debt which remains 
outstanding is £196.50. The debt as at your meeting on 19th March was £626.00. Mr Horner is 
continuing to pay off the debt on a weekly basis in agreement with the Council’s Central 
Transactions Unit. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 

 

 
Mr Horner has been invited to appear before Committee and make a brief presentation and to 
answer any questions you may have. The Committee is therefore required to hear Mr Horner. 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

 
3.1 
 
 
 

3.2 
 

 
Financial  
 
If the licence is revoked, there will be the potential loss of an annual Licence Fee of £882.  The 
outstanding debt will be recovered. 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 

Page 113 Agenda Item 2l



 
3.3 
 

Asset and other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 
 

5.3 

 
Taking into account the information presented and after considering Mr Horner’s 
representation, you are required to make a decision to either: 
 
1. Confirm your decision of 19th March and revoke the Street Trading Licence, or 

 
2. Reverse your decision of 19th March and decide not to revoke the Street Trading 

Licence to allow Mr Horner the opportunity to pay off the debt.  
 
If Committee decide not to revoke the Licence Members are asked to consider making it a 
requirement upon renewal that Mr Horner must pay his Licence fee in full in advance, instead of 
the current Council policy of offering any applicant the opportunity to pay their fee over the term 
of the licence, and that any subsequent licence must be renewed annually. 
 
If the licence is revoked, the licensee may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of 
notification of that decision to the Magistrates’ Court. If an appeal is lodged the Licensee may 
continue to operate under the terms of the existing licence until such times as the Court make a 
determination in relation to the appeal. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If you confirm your decision and revoke the licence, the Licensee will be advised in writing within 7 
days of their right of appeal regarding this decision. The person responsible for this action is Henry 
Downey, Democratic Services Officer. 
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Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 

Subject: Revocation of a Mobile Street Trading Licence – 
Andersonstown/Ladybrook/Suffolk/Turf Lodge  

 

Date:  18th June, 2014 
 

Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 
 

1.1 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 
 
 

1.3 
 
 
 

1.4 
 

 

 

The Committee is reminded that, at your meeting on 19th March, you considered the revocation 
of a Mobile Street Trading Licence previously granted to Mr Thomas Seenan for the sale of ice 
cream, confectionery and non-alcoholic beverages which allows him to trade Monday to 
Sunday in the Ladybrook, Turf Lodge, Suffolk and Andersonstown areas of the City. 
 
The Committee, after considering the matter agreed that, in its capacity as Licensing Authority, 
it was minded to revoke the Licence as it was satisfied that the licence holder had, without 
reasonable explanation, failed to pay any fees or charges due to the Council pursuant to 
Section 10 (1) (f) of the Street Trading Act (N.I.) 2001. 
 
As a consequence of that decision Mr Seenan was notified of the Committee decision and was 
informed that he would be permitted to make personal and written representation to Committee 
regarding this. To date no written representation has been received. 
 
At the time of writing this report, no payments have been made and the debt, which remains 
outstanding, has increased from £623.37 to £843.87. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 
 

2.1 
 

 

 

Mr Seenan has been invited to appear before Committee and make a brief presentation and to 
answer any questions you may have. The Committee is therefore required to hear Mr Seenan. 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 
3.1 
 

 
 
 

3.2 
 

 
3.3 

 
Financial  
If the licence is revoked, there will be the potential loss of an annual Licence Fee of £882. 
 
The outstanding debt will be recovered. 
 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and other Implications 
None 
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4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 
 
 
 

5.3 

 
Taking into account the information presented and after considering Mr Seenan’s 
representation, you are required to make a decision to either: 
 
1. Affirm your decision of 19th March and revoke the Street Trading Licence, or 

 
2. reverse your decision of 19th March and decide not to revoke the Street Trading 

Licence to allow Mr Seenan the opportunity to pay off the debt. 
 
If the Committee decides not to revoke the Licence, Members are asked to consider making it a 
requirement upon renewal that Mr Seenan must pay his Licence fee in full in advance, instead 
of the current Council policy of offering any applicant the opportunity to pay their fee over the 
term of the licence, and that any subsequent licence must be renewed annually. 
 
If the licence is revoked, the licensee may appeal the Council’s decision within 21 days of 
notification of that decision to the Magistrates’ Court. If an appeal is lodged the Licensee may 
continue to operate under the terms of the existing licence until such times as the Court make a 
determination in relation to the appeal. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
If you confirm your decision and revoke the licence, the Licensee will be advised in writing within 7 
days of their right of appeal regarding this decision. The person responsible for this action is Henry 
Downey, Democratic Services Officer. 
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Belfast City Council 
 

 
Report to: Licensing Committee 
 
Subject: Application for the Grant of an Amusement Permit – Onassis 

Amusements, 2nd Floor, 25-41 Botanic Avenue 
 
Date:  18th June, 2014                   
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1.2 
 
 

 
An application was received on 25th April from Mr John Burns, Hazeldene Enterprises Limited for 
the grant of an Amusement Permit under the terms of the Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and 
Amusements (Northern Ireland) Order 1985. 

 
Premises and Location                  Ref. No.                  Applicant                
Onassis Amusements                       WK/2014/00632      Mr John Burns 
2nd Floor, 25-41 Botanic Avenue                                      Hazeldene Enterprises Ltd.                                                          
Belfast 
BT7 1JG  
 
Public notice of the application was placed in three local newspapers within 7 days of the 
application being made. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 

2.2 
 
 

2.3 
 
 

 
As a result of the public notices one written representation was received within the 28 day 
statutory period. 
 
The nature of the objection received relates to the suitability of the applicant to run an 
amusement arcade and that there is no need for an additional business of this nature in the area. 
 
Under the Order, the Committee, when considering an application, must have regard to any 
representation which is received within the 28 day statutory period.  
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 

3.1 
 

 
Financial 
None 
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3.2 
 
 

3.3 

Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality and Good Relations Considerations 

 
4.1 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues. 
 

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 

5.2 
 

 

 
The current policy, laid down as a mandatory condition in the Order, is that where 
representations have been made within 28 days of the date of application, an opportunity of 
appearing before, and being heard by, the Committee shall be given to the applicant and to 
persons who made representations before any decision is made. 
 
You are required to set a suitable date to receive the persons who made the representations, the 
applicant, and/or their representatives. 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
Once the date for the Special Meeting is arranged, all relevant parties will be notified of that meeting 
and the procedure that applies.  The person responsible for this action is Henry Downey, Democratic 
Services Officer, Chief Executive’s Department. 
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Belfast City Council 

 

Report to: Licensing Committee 
 
Subject: Working Group on Review of Entertainments Licensing Legislation  
 
Date:   18th June, 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext 2450 
   
Contact Officers: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext 2435 
 

 

 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
1.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.3 
 
 
 
 
1.4 
 
 
 
 
 
1.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Department of Environment has responsibility for Local Government (Miscellaneous 
Provisions) (Northern Ireland) Order 1985 under Article 3 of, and Schedule 1 to that Order 
Entertainments Licences are administered by local authorities. 
 
The legislation was drafted and commenced in 1985 nearly thirty years ago and in many cases 
the provisions contained within it have been superseded by changes in the way the 
entertainments industry operates.  Additionally the experience of administering the legislation 
for that length of time has informed the Council that there may be alternative ways to administer 
the legislation in a way that will deliver efficiencies and make it more cost effective both for the 
Council and the applicant.  It will also give the opportunity to look at updating both the 
legislation and the Model Terms and Conditions to remove the provisions that no longer have 
beneficial effect and introduce new ones to deal with innovative issues.   
 
In the wake of the Joby Murphy tragedy, the Council wrote to the Minister in March 2012 asking 
for a review of the legislation and offering the assistance of our officers.  More recently 
submissions were made by officers to the Minister highlighting the need to address these 
issues. 
 
Minister Mark H Durkan MLA has asked his officials to convene a working group to review the 
existing legislation, including the associated Model Terms and Conditions and report to him 
within six months.  He has also asked in addition to reviewing the existing legislation that the 
group address the anomaly between the differing hours during which entertainments may be 
provided and the sale and consumption of alcohol. 
 
Recognising the experience acquired from the wide range of premises which provide 
entertainment in the Belfast area and the many court actions which we have taken, the Minister 
has asked that we nominate a member of staff to sit on the group.  Whilst the letter was sent to 
the Head of Building Control many of the issues that the group will deal with will be of a legal 
nature.  Given the vast range of experience gained by the Council’s Legal Services Section, the 
Committee might also think it useful to offer that knowledge and experience to the Working 
Group.  I have spoken to the Town Solicitor and he is satisfied to release an officer should the 
Committee wish to do so.  The group will also have officials from the Police Service of Northern 
Ireland, Northern Ireland Fire and Rescue Service, as well as representatives from Pubs of 
Ulster, Federation of Clubs and Belfast City Centre Management. 
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1.6 
 
 
1.7 
 

 
The first meeting of the group will be held on Thursday 26 June 2014 @ 2pm in  
Causeway Exchange Belfast.   An agenda, and papers, will be issued prior to the meeting. 
 
A copy of the letter of invitation and Draft Terms of Reference are attached. 

 

 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
2.2 
 
 
2.3 
 
 

 
The DOE is reviewing the legislation and Model Terms of Entertainments Licensing and have 
set up a Working Group to report to the Minister within six months. 
 
Recognising the work of Belfast City Council, the Minister has invited the Head of Building 
Control or a member of his staff to sit on the working group. 
 
Given the vast range of experience gained by the Council’s Legal Services it might be useful to 
offer the Working Group the services of a legal officer, 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
3.1 
 
 
 
3.2 
 
 
 
 
3.3 

 
Financial 
 
There are no financial implications.  
 
Human Resources 
 
The time commitment is yet to be assessed but it can be catered for within the officer’s current 
programme.  
 
Assets and Other Implications 
 
None 
 

 

4 Equality Implications 

 
4.1 
 
 

 
The Department of Environment will undertake its own Equality Impact Assessment of any 
proposed amendments to legislation. 
 

 

5 Recommendation 

 
5.1 
 
 
 

 
The Committee is recommended to accept the invitation on behalf of Belfast City Council and to 
nominate the Head of Building Control and, if agreed, offer the services of a Legal Officer from 
the Council to sit on the Working Group. 
 

 

6 Decision Tracking 

 
The response will be forwarded to the Department of Environment. The person responsible for this is 
Henry Downey, Democratic Services Officer. 
 

 

7 Document Attached 
 

Letter of Invitation and Terms of Reference 
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Working Group on Entertainment Licensing 

Draft Terms of Reference  

 

To review the legislation and associated model terms and 
conditions for entertainment licences and make recommendations 
to the Minister on any changes required to the current system. This 
would include the structure and level of fees for entertainment 
licences. 

 

The Working Group is to report to the Minister within 6 months. 
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Belfast City Council 

 

 
Report to: Licensing Committee 
 
Subject: Institute of Licensing National Training Event 
 
Date:  18th June, 2014 
 
Reporting Officer: Trevor Martin, Head of Building Control, ext. 2450 
 
Contact Officer: Stephen Hewitt, Building Control Manager, ext. 2435 
 

 

1 Relevant Background Information 

 
1.1 
 
 
 
 
 
1.2 

 
The Institute of Licensing is the professional body for licensing practitioners in local government, 
the police, private sector and the legal profession. The Institute was established to provide 
education and training and to disseminate knowledge in all matters relating to licensing. The 
Institute operates throughout England, Wales and Northern Ireland and to a lesser extent in 
Scotland. 
 
Members are reminded that Belfast is a Corporate Member affiliated to the Northern Ireland 
Region of the Institute and Mr James Cunningham, Regulatory Services Manager within the 
Building Control Service, is the chairman of the Institute of Licensing (Northern Ireland Branch) 
and a Director and Trustee of the Institute. 
 

 

2 Key Issues 

 
2.1 
 
 
 
 
 

 
This year the Institute will hold their National Training Event at the Holiday Inn Hotel, Birmingham 
from Wednesday 12th to Friday 14th November 2014. The training event will include topics such 
as:- 
 

• Licensing developments in Northern Ireland 

• Licensing Policy 

• Public Health in Licensing 

• Gambling 

• Elected Member training 

• Case Law updates 
 

 

3 Resource Implications 

 
 
3.1 
 
 
 
 

 
Financial 
The residential fee for the conference is £495 plus VAT per delegate and travelling and 
subsistence will be approximately £200 per delegate. The fee includes full access to the 
programme on each day, all meals and includes the overnight accommodation. This figure has 
already been allowed for in the estimates for the current year. 
 

Page 125 Agenda Item 3b



 
 
3.2 
 
 
3.3 

 
Human Resources 
None 
 
Asset and Other Implications 
None 
 

 

4 Equality Implications 

 
4.1 
 

 
There are no equality or good relations issues  

 

5 Recommendations 

 
5.1 
 
 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
5.3 

 
It is recommended that the Committee authorises the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman, the 
Director of Health and Environmental Services and the Head of Building Control or their 
nominees to attend the Institute of Licensing National Training Event from 12th to 14th November 
2014. 
 
Members also might wish to consider funding the attendance at the conference of Mr James 
Cunningham in recognition of his work in attaining the position of chairman of the Northern 
Ireland Branch. 
 
It is also recommended that the Committee agree to authorise the payment of the conference 
fees, together with the appropriate travelling, subsistence and attendance allowances in 
connection therewith. 
 

 

6 Document Attached 

 
Event Programme 
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